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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
DOMESTICK. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The ninth annua] meeting of the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, was held in the ph:losophical chamber 
of Yale College, September 10th and 11th, 1818. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 
(Continued from page 105, vol. 4.) 


CEYLON. 

In the report of the last year an account was given of the com- 
mencement of our Ceylon mission, reaching to the close of the year 
1816: little more than nine months from the arrival of the missiona- 
ries at Columbo, and about three months from their arrival at Jaffna. 
The present report will bring down the history to February of the 
present year, embracing a period of about fourteen months. 

The plan settled by the missionaries was to form two divisions, 
occupying separate stations, but to act in concert and manage 
their general concerns as composing one mission. In pursuauce of 
this plan, it was agreed, that Messrs. Warren and Poor should be 
stationed at Tillipally, and Messrs. Richards and Meigs at Batti- 
cotta. At the commencement of the peried, now proposed for re- 
view, Messrs. Warren and Poor had resided at Tillipally, making 
beginnings in their work, about ten weeks; but Messrs. Richards 
and Meigs remained at Jaffuapatam, as the house assigned to them 
at Batticotta was not yet in a state to be occupied. 

It will be gratefully recollected, that, by favour of the govern- 
ment of the island, the brethren were allowed to take possession, 
for the purposes of the mission, of the ancient churches, mansion 
houses and glebes of the two parishes, which they had chosen for 
theirstations. ‘Io put the buildings in a state of repair fit for use 
was their first care, and a work of considerable time. In ajoint 
letter of September Ist. they say, “the brethren at Batticotta have 
been employed most of the year, in repairing their dwelling house. 
As the building is iarge, as it had gone much to decay, they have 
been under the necessity of occupying more time, and of expending 
a _ sum of money to render it comfortable, than the brethren 
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at Tillipally. ‘The buildings at both our stations. when completed, 
wil! be very valuable.” Of the expenses of the renairs the missiong- 
ries have duly rendered their accounts: and the amount, thouch 
considerable, yet weighs very lightly against the hichlv important 
advantages of possessing the buildings. The mansion houses are 
sufficient for their families: the churehes afford ample accommoida- 
tions for their religious assemblies, and part!y for their schools; ard 
the produce of th ir !ands will be of no sma!l convenience and value 
to the mission. 

jut the liberality of the government has not been limited to the 
buildings and Jands in Ti!!! pally and Battrcotta: it has granted to 
our mission, since ts establishment, similar butidings and lands 1 
six other parishes in the vicinity. Upon these also our missionaries 
have bestowed some care. They have besides procured the build- 
ing sf a school at Mallacum, and another at Panditeripos the for- 
mer chiefly by subscriptions of the native inhabitants; the latter in 
great part by the grateful liberality of an individual. A son of a 
native was brought to Tillipally. in a state of mental! derangement, 
for medical aul. “On his recovery,’ say the brethren. “the father 
understanding that we intended to establish a schoo! at Pand:teripo, 
generously offered to furnish timber, anda piece of ground, near 
the old church building. for a school house, and to su; perintend the 
building of it. He is now interesting himseif much to engage boys 
for the school.” 

Immediately after their settlement at ney og Messrs. Warren 
and Poor established a school at that place. for the instruction of 
children and youth both in English and in Tamul. Shortly after- 
wards they established another, at Mallagum; aad they proc eeded, 
as fast as circumstances would permit, to make arrangements for 
simular establishments at Miletteand Oodooville. 

The stuation of Messrs. Richards and Meigs did not admit of 
their engasing so soon in establishing schools. It was not until 
June, that they found it convenient to fix their residence, together 
at Batt cottaz at d even then. thev were still encumbered with the 
repairs of their buddings. But though they could not establish a 

rezular school, a cousiderable number of boys and young men re- 
ceived instruction in English constantly at their houses and in the 
latter part of September, a Tamui_ sc’ hool was established by them 
at Batticutta, which commeuced and proceeded with encouraging 
auspices. 

‘The missionaries have a high sense of the importance of taking 
native yout:s completely uuder their own care and direction; as 
this would withlvan them from the pernicious tofluences of their hea- 
then parents and connexions, and place them in the most hopetul 
way of improv eme:.t, a: il for be “Tag Gui alrtiecd for usefulness. 

This forcible appea! (the appea! just referred to.) has already 
touched many a heart; aud 1) answer to if, “pious zeal and liberal 
charities’ oave been disp ayed, and -associations for the support of 
this obj ct’ have been for med. And your committee are persuaded 
that a uesizu which promises so much for the advancement of the 











THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 115 


neral cause, will be liberally and effectually patronized, by this 
board, and by the christian publick. The experiments made, and 
the facts communicated by the missionaries, afford ample encour- 
avements for a steady and vigorous prosecution of the plan of estab- 
lishing schools and furnishing instruction, for the heathen children 
and youth in the district of Jaffna, as fast and to as great an extent, 
as the means at disposal and a due regard to the various objects of 
our several establishme: ts will permit. 

Earnestly engaged as the missionaries have been for the instruc- 
tion of the young in schools and in their families, thev have oot been 
unmiodful of the paramount importance of preaching the Gospel. 
At Tillipally and in the neighbouring parishes, Messrs. Warren and 
Poor have preached statedly on the Sabbath, and on other days, as 
they have had opportunity; as have also Messrs. Richards and Meigs 
at Jaffnapat: im. while resident there. and at Batticotta and in the vi- 
cinity, since their removal to their station. Their preaching bas, of 
course, been for the most part. through the medium of interpreters; 
but in October. just a vear after settling at Tillipally. Mr. Poor com- 
menced preaching | in lamul, the language chiefly spoke nin the nor- 
thern part of Cey'on. ‘The numbers of their hearers have been con- 
siderable, and at the latest dates were increasing Many have been 
constant and earnest in their attention; and some, it is hoped, have 
received abiding impressions both from the publick and private in- 
structions given them. 

No latter information has been received of this young Malabarian 
contessor, who, itis devoutly fh oped, i is desizned by sovereicn grace 
tobe an ornament to the cliristian cause. a blessing to hus bewildered 
countrymen. and a crown of missionary rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Other individuals are mentioned, (of whom one has been emp! oy- 
ed as a schooinaster, another as a teacher of the missionaries them- 
selves in ‘Famul, and another as an interpreter,) whose minds ap- 
pear to have received deep convictions of divine truth, Aud nota 
few of the natives, Bramins, Headmen, and others, have been exci- 
ted to inquiry, and have expressed doubts respecting their own re- 
ligion. If the inquiry occur, why effects of this kind should appear, 
so much sooner at Jaffna, than at Bombay; it may be proper to re- 
colle ct, that in Jaffna rays of divine light, “honiy ago, scattere:) there 
by missionaries. have pierced, and in a measure dissipated the 
thick mists of heathenism, and laid the minds of the people more 
open toinstruction and cenviction. Espécially shou!d it be consi- 
dered and devout! ly acknowledged, that He, with whom is the resi- 
dué of the spirit, is a wise and holy sovereign, who giveth not ac- 
count of any of his matters.” 

The medical knowledge of Messrs. Warren and Richards gave 
early promise of great advantages to the mission, and important 


benefits to the surrounding population. 
. 


He who came from heaven—from the bosom of everlasting love 
to seek and to save that which was lost, Himself, while intent on 
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his great work of preaching the gospel took our infirmities, and 
bare our sicknesses. His disciples, and especially his ministers, 
Should possess and display the same compassionate spirit, And it 
canot but afford a high satisfaction and cause of thankfulness to 
this board, and to the friends of missions and of mank- od in tis 
country, if by any means of theirs, the miseries of their feliow be- 
ings in India, have been, or shall be relieved. 

But how frailis man, and how liable to disappointment or to in- 
terruption, are even the most benevolent human purposes! Piysi- 
cians have their own infirmities and sicknesses to bear. aid are them- 
selves objects of chris'iansympatiny. At the latest dates, Messrs, 
Warren and Richards were both suspended fro. their labours, and 
languishing with disease, It will be recollected, that Mr. Warren 
after his ordination, and before jeaving this country, was taken with 
bleeding at his lungs;s—with syinptoms, which awakened no |ittle 
concern for theevent. It was, however, the opinion of physicians, 
that he could not do better for his health or life. than to go to Lndia. 
The voyage proved beneficial, and the climate of Ceylon propitious: 
and for about sixteen months afterhis arrival there, he was able to 
be constantly and entirely engaged in the business and cares of the 
mission, and his prospect for established health was fair. But on 
the 15th of August, a year ago, to the great affliction of all the mem- 
bers of the mission, and of many others, his malady returned. No- 
ticing his case in their journal ten days afterward, the brethren say, 
“Our friend J. N. Mooyart,-esq. who visited us this morning, gener- 
ous'y offered us the use of his house, which is furmished with every 
convenience, and advised that brother Warren should be removed 
to Jaffiapatam. Brother Warren’s peace of mind. and resignation 
to the divine will, are to us a cause for gratitude, and a ground of 
encouragement to all missionaries, to confide in the promise of their 
Lord and master, Lo, Lam with you always.” 

At the house of Mr. Mooyart, to whom the missionaries and this 
board are under great obligations for his multiplied benefits, Mr. 
Warren expericuced all the solace and relief, which the most aflec- 
tionate kinduess and assiduous attention could afford. After some 
weeks hiowever,it was judged advisable, that he should be removed 
tothe southern part of the island, to avoid the effects of the ap- 
preaching rains; and accordingly on the 9th of October he left Jall- 
na for Columbo, 

By a!l the members of the board, and by the many thousands whe 
take part with them in this great cause. prayer will be offered with- 
out ceasing to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that with ali the 
riches of his mercy, he will be present with the beloved missionaries 
1u the day of trial—witn the sick, and with those on whom couse- 
quently redoubled labours, and cares are devolved—ailording to 
them respective'y, a!l needed help and support aud consolation; 
and that ail their afflictions may redound to their sanctification and 
joy. aud to the furtherance of bis glorious 2ospel aimoog the beatheo. 
Missronaries—faitiful, devoted missionaries, are his servants, el- 
gaged in his work, and huiden at bis disposal. He loves them, and 
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the cause for which they are sent forth to labour, infinitely better 
than do any of their patrons or friends on earth. He commands 
them to go, and teach all the nations; and assures them of his pre- 
selices and of a glorious reward; but he does not promise them ex- 
emption from sickness or from death. The field, in which they are 
to labour, and to die, is the field of unfading glory; and by the same 
hich mandate, which shall call them to rest from their labours, others 
will be summoned to fill their places. 

Our mission to Cevlon has been marked with signal tokens of the 
divine favour; and notwithstanding the cloud on which our eyes 
have been fixed, its general state and prospects are highly eiucoura- 
ging, The climate, for a tropical one, is unco: amonty salubrious; 
the living is cheaper than in almost any other part of [nilias this 
slebes and bui! dings In so many pleasant and populous parishes, as- 
sizned by the government to the mission are acquisitions of great 
importance; a translation of the scriptures has already been made 
into the language of the people; and in various respects the facili- 
ties for communicating to them the knowledge of the gospel, and 
spreading it exteusively, are such as are seldom found in heathen 
lands. And at is the parpose of your cominittee, trusting in God, 
touse ali diligence in strengthening the mission, and a! il care to 


prevent a failure of its hopes. 
( To be continued.) 





NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF 
THE SYNOD OF PHILADELPHIA, 


In reviewing the events of the past year, we have reason for 
thankfulness to the Divine Giver of every good and perfect gift. 
Our congregations have not indeed been ‘favoured with any very 
speci ia! revivals of religion; yet, we believe, the cause of truth and 
righteousness has been gradually alvancing towards that happy 
consummation, clearly intimated in the word of prophecy, when the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and when no- 
thing shall hurt or destroy in all God’s holy mountain. Many have 
been. added to our communion, ard the churches, with very lew 
exceptions, have exiubited the interesting spectacle of brethren 
dwelli: ig together 1 mn unity. Some new congi ‘egations have been 
formed; one several minmsters have been settied, with hopefal pros- 
pects of usefulness. Qur people seem to have participated in that 
missionary zeal. which distinguishes the presentage. And we re- 
joice to notice the formation of societies, and auxiliary associations, 
for the purpose of sending the messengers of grace and tie means 
of religious instruction, to the sestitute and the ignorant. We are 
gratified to find, that in many places great and laudable exertions 
are made to train up children and youth in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. In sume congregations we find there are seve- 
ral Bible classes, composed of voung peoples and in any instances 
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we remark, as evidences of their utility, a growing relish for the 
word of truth, habits of seriousness, and hopeful conversions to the 
Diving God. There have been frequent and stated meetinys of the 
chi ren, for the purpose of catechising them, and of commending 
them to Gow by prayer, hich we regard as highly useful and com- 
mendable. How interesting the fact. that many thousands of poor 
chiidren are. by means of Sunday schools, taught to read the scrip. 
tures and reverence the Sabbath! Let these efforts be continued, 
an! we may confidently hope that they will be crowned with the 
Divine blessing, and be made the means of saving many souls from 
death The distribution of Bibles and religious tracts. is alsoa 
we chosen and effective mode of prometing the good of mankind 
and the interests of piety. Truth is the basis of genuine religions 
and a Bib e. or even a Tract, may preach the unsearchable ric! es of 
Christ, 1n places and to persons wholly inaccessible to the living 
Missionary, ln reference to this species of the work of faith ar id 
Jabour o! iove. we are warranted, by the experience of years, to say 
tv our people, “Be not weary in well doing; for, in due season, ye 
Shall rap. if ye faint not.” 

In conclud; ing this concise narrative, the synod cannot forbear 
exhorting t'e ministers. elders and people in their connexion, to a 
steadfast adherence to the doctrines, dise pline, and ecciesiastical 
goverument and usages of our church. Especially, in regard to the 
person, wediatorial character, and work of our blessed Redeemer, 
dear brethren, let no man deceive you. Sensible of your weakness, 
your depravity and gui.t, embrace the Lord Jesus as your rightes 
Ousuess, your strength, and the propitiation for your ‘sins. ‘That 
we have redemption through his blood, is the sum and substance— 
the glory and distinguishing excellence of the gospel. And while 
you cv: fide in his grace, be careful to adorn his doctrine by a holy 
Jite, a ife of ferve ‘nt devot on and active benevolence. Let minis- 
ters preach the truth, as it is in Jesus, faithfully and plainly, and 
guard the purity of the church by a firm and impartial maintenance 
oi that discipline, which God our Sav‘our has prescribed in his word, 
for the honour of lis name and the good of his people. Let all pro- 
fessing christians walk worthy their high and holy vocation, re- 
membering that the kingdom of Christ is not of this world. Let 
parents devote their offspring to God in baptism, and endeavour, 
by precept and example, to train them up in the ways of wisdom 
and sobriety. We earnestly recommend the duty of family pray- 
er, connected with the daily reading of the scriptures. And we do 
affectionately intreat the rising generation to be mindful of their 
Creator io the days of their youth. Vain amusements are dange- 
rous snares to the young and inexperieiced. ‘The fashion of this 
world passeti away. Religion claims your first and chief regard; 
and you know who has said ** They that seek me early shall find » me.” 

Signed by order of the Synod, 
J. E. LATTA, Moderator. 
Baltimore, Oct. 51, 1818. 








THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 119 


REVIVAL OF RFLIGION, 
Communicated for the Weekly Recorder. 
Union District. S. C. Oct. 14th. 1818. 

Mr. Anprews—Knowing that an accouit of the prosperity of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom ever cheers the hearts of his true follow- 
ers. | have thought it aduty, and deem it a privilege to give a nar- 
rative of the state of religion in this place. 

The Fairforest congregation has nearly ever since its organization 
been blessed with the stated preich ny of the gospel, Several pas- 
tors have, in the course of God's adora ¢ provi leice, been called 
tolabour in this part of his vineyarl; so ne or all of whom he has 
thought fit, in his wiston to renove tothe climes of coisa nmate 
bliss on high. At various times. he has succeed . 
aud given them considerable increase. In the summer of 1816, 
their beloved guide Zion-ward was called away. and they were left 
to wander alone as a flock having no shepherd. without the stated 
dispensation of the word and gospel ordinances. In co sequence 
of this afflictive dispensation, they were constrained once more to 
seek for one to administer te their spirtfual necessities, and accor- 
dingly in the autumn of the same vear, they called to be their min- 
ister the Rev. Mr. Hilnouse, then a Licentiate of the Presbytery of 
South Carolina, From some dissentions that vad arisen prio: ty 
this time in the church. the power of religion appeared to mr nearly 
extinct, and it might with a degree of accuracy be said, that many 
were at “ease in Zion,” professing to name the name of pn hrist who 
were not carefui to depart from iniquity. However there were vet 
a few names in Sardis who had not defiled their garments. From 
this period things bezan to assume a more favourable aspect, the or- 
dinances of God’s house were str ictly attended to. and now and then 
a repenting. returiing sinner was found. No very visible out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit was observed unti! about the be: sinning of April, 
1818, when an unusual solemnity was perceived to prevail on the 
assem! bly which renerally attended, Mar nv hearts were filled with 
grief on the recollection of their past ingratitu:le, and constrained 
anxiously fo inquire how they might obtain favour of him whom they 
had offended. Many sought to ot stain a seatat the t able of the Lord, 
to commemorate the death and dying love of him whom, by their 


1 ‘ 
el their lateurs 


sins, they had pierced, having now e>tained a celts fuctalile hope of 


their interest in the merits of the great Redeemer. 

Accordingly, in the last of May. twenty-five publick!y professed 
their attachment to Christ and his caase. ueiited uncer a sense 
of their own sinfulness. and utter inab] ty to save themse! ves, they 
were led to rejoice in hopes of having obtained pardon through the 
mediation of Christ the Saviour. 

From that time the spirit af the Lord was visibly at werk in the 
hearts of many tp our pubs ck meetings, until in Augast, when ane- 
ther communion ensued, and twenty-° iad more Rage them- 
selves from the world to follow after the Lord. Thus making an 
agerevate of fifty-three, in four months, who have made a pabtck 
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and in most instances, a hopeful profession. “Oh that men would 

raise the Lord for his goodness. and for his wonderful works to the 
chiidren of men!” Turning from this place and taking a view of 
the adjacent churches, we find much reason of rejoicing, in seeiig 
the Redeemer’s kingdom flourishing. In the Bullock’s Creek con- 
gr gation, which has hitherto been very highly favoured of the Lord, 
mary have iperhaps to the number of seventyv-eight at one commu. 
nion) turned trom the errour of their » ays—from the service of sin 
and satan, unto the Lord. Nor has this work becn confined to one 
particu'ar sect only. Nearly all denominations have been made 
the participators of the rich treasures of free ard unmerited grace, 
May the goadness of God be continued toward us. May many sons 
and daughters be brought into the church militant, and prepared, 
by the sanctifving influences of the holy spirit, when they shal! fin- 
ish this mortal race, to join the church triumphant, to sing the song 
of Moses and the Lamb throughout eternity. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 
(Continued from page 110, vol. 4.) 


In all cases of personal offence, the ru’e laid down by our Lord 
in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew, ought to be attended to; and 
no such offence ought to be adinitted before a church, till the pre- 
cept of Christ has been first complied with by the party or parties 
concerned, 

In many cases where faults are not committed immediately against 
us, but which are unknown except to a few individuals, love will 
lead us to endeavour to reclaim the party if possible, without any 
farther exposure. A just man will not be willing unnecessarily to 
make his brother a publick example. The scriptures give peculiar 
encouragement to these personal and private attempts: “If any of 
youdo err from the truth, and one co: vert him; let him know that 
he who converteth a sinner from the errour of his way, shall save 
bis soul from death, and hide a multitude of sins.” James, v. 19, 20. 

In cases of evil report, where things are said of a brother in our 
hearing. which, if true, must affect his character and the purity of 
the church, it cannot be right to go on to report it. Love will not 
Jead to this. Many reports we know are unfounded; or if true in 
the main, they may have been aggravated; or there may be circum- 
stances attending the case, which, if fully understood, would make 
things appear very different from the manner in which they have 
beer: represented. Now it is almost impossible that any one but the 
party himself, should be acquaiuted with ali these circumstances, or 
abie to givea full account of them. No time, therefore, should be 
Jost, ere we inquire at the hand of our brother, or if on any conside- 
ration we feel th t to be unstable, it would be proper to apply to an 
officer of the church, who may conduct it with greater propriety. 
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There are cases of a more publick nature still, ia which much of 
the peace and happiness of a church depends upon the conduct of 
its members in their individual capacity. The charge given by the 
apostle to the Romans, (chap. xvi. 17, 18) though applicable toa 
church, yet seems to be rather addressed to the individuals who 
compose it: “Now [ beseech you, brethren, mark them who cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ve have learn- 
ed, and avoid them. For they that are such, serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good woods and fair speech- 
es deceive the hearts of the simple.” “Ihe characters to be avoided 
appear to be, persons whose object it is to set upa party in the 
church, of which they may be the heads or leaders; a kind of reli- 
gious demagogues. Such men are found. at onetime or other. in 
wost societies; and in some cases the peace of tne churches has 
been invaded by strangers, whoare not of their own community. 
Let the “brethren” have their eye upon such men; -“mark them;” 
trace their conduct. and you will soon discover their motives. 

Stand aloof from them, and “avoid” striking in with their dividing 
measures. In case of their being members, the church, collectively 
considered, ought no doubt to put away from amongst them such 
wicked persons; but as every collective body is composed of indi- 
viduals, if those individuals suffer themselves to be drawn away, 
the church is necessarily thrown into confusion, and rendered in- 
capable of a prompt, unanimous, and decided conduct. Let mem- 
bers of churches, therefore, beware how they listen to the insinua- 
tions of those who would entice them to join their party. Men of 
this stamp are described by the apostle. and therefore may be known 
particularly, by three things:—First, By their doctrine: “It is con- 
trary to that which has been learned of Christ.” Secondly, By 
their selfish pursuits, “They serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own bellies.” Thirdly, by their insinuating whining preten- 
ces of affectionate regard towards their partizans: ‘*By good words 
and fair speeches they deceive the hearts of the simple.” 

To this may be added, there are duties on individuals in their 
behaviour towards persons, w ho lie under the censure of the church. 
If they still continue in a state of impenitence, persist fn their sin, 
or be irreconciled to the church’s proceedings with them, it is of 
the utinost consequence that every member should act a uniform 
part towards thew. We may, it is true, continue our ordinary and 
necessary intercourse with them as men, in the concerns of this lifes 
but there must be no familiarity, no social interchange, no visitings 
tu them, nor receiving visits from them; nothing, in short, that is 
expressive of connivance at their conduct. “If any man that is 
called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, ora 
railer, ora drunkard, or an extortioner, we must not keep company 
with such an one, no not to eat.” 1. Cor. v. 11. (findividual mem- 
bers act contrary to this rule, and carry it treely towards an offend- 
er, as if nothing had taken place, it will render the censure of the 
church of none effect. ‘Those persons, also, who behave in this 
manner, wil] be considered by the party as his friends, and others 
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who stand aloof. as his enemies, or at least as being unreasonably 
severe; which will work contusion, and render vord the best and 
most wholesome discipline. We must actin concert, or we may 
as well do nothing. Members who violate this rule. are partakergs 
of other men’s sins, and deserve the rebukes of the church for coun- 
tera: ting its measures. 

With respect to those things which fall under the cognizance of a 
church, in its collective capacity, we earnestly recommend, in ge- 
neral, thatevery thing be done cot only with a view tothe honour of 
God, and the cood of the party. as before observed, but with a sne- 
cial regard to the revealed will of Christ. ‘That some kind of order 
be preserved] in every commuuity, is becessary to its existenee. 
Decency. reputation, and even worldly policy, wil! induce us to 
take some notice of gross tmmoralities: but this is not christian 
discipline, nor will rt be product} ve of any salutary effects. In the 
choice of officers. few if any churches would elect a proflizate, but 
if opute: ice be allow ed to supply the p' ace o! spiritual ity. or ambi- 
tious or litigous characters be preferred on the principle ‘of expedi- 
evicy.as a means of keeping them in better humour, ts it not car- 
nai? So in matters ot Hakipicke, few churches would suffer a grossly 
immoral or Ltigieus character te co tinue amongst them unnoticed; 
but -finstead of a calm. smpartial and decided procedure, we enter 
jnto pusiilanimous compromises with the offender. consenting that 
he should withdraw of his own accord: if the crimes of rich men be 
either entirely overlooked. or but Slightly touc! ned, Test the canse 
should suffer from their being offended; or if the misconduct of poor 
men he disregarded, on the ground of tueir veing persons of littte or 
no account. are we vet carnal, and walk as men? Brethren, are 
there any such things avongst us? Search and consider. Such 
things ouvht not te be. The private with/drawmect of an individu. 
al, if st be without good reasons, n. ay justily a church in 4dmonish- 
ing him; and ithe cannot be rec aimed, in excluding him; but it 
cannot of it-elf dissolve tie relation. Til soch exclusion has ta- 
ken place he isa me uber, and ‘is conduct affects their reputation 
as much asthatof anv other meiber. Woth regard toa neglect of 
discipline fest it si neoulst injure the cause, what cause must that De, 
which requires to be thus supported? Be it our concern to obey 
the laws of Christ, and leave him to support his own cause. If it 
sink by fulfi ling bis commandments, let it sink. He will not cen- 
sure us for not supporting tre ark with unhallowed hands. And if 
it be crimina! to fear toe: ch, it cannot be iess so todespise the 
poor. Let brother:y love a! bosnd towards both. Do all things with- 
oul par tai ity, aud without by pocrisy. 

( 10 be concluded. ) 


——2 + eo 
ON PRAYER, 

If there is any duty which our Lord Jesus Christ seems to have 
considered as more indispensal: y necessary towards the furmation 


ofatrue christias,it is tiat of prayer. He has taken every oppor- 
tunity of impressing on our minds the absoiute need in which we 
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stand of the Divine assistance. both to persist in the path of righte- 
ousness, and to fly from the allurements of a fascinating but dange- 
rous lifes and he has directed us to the only means of obtaining tvat 
assistance. in constant and habitual appeals to the throne of grace. 

Prayer is certainly the foundation stone of the superstructure of 
a religious life, for a man can neither arrive at true piety, nor per- 
severe in its ways wien attained. unless with sincere and continu- 
el fervency, and with the most unaffected anxiety, he implore Al- 

mighty God to grant him his perpetual grace, to cuard and restrain 
him from all those derelictions of heart to abich we are by nature 
but too prone. I should think itan insult tothe understanding of 
a christian to dwell on the necessity of prayer: and before we can 
harangue a sinner on its efficacy, we must convince him that the 
Being to whom we address ourselves condescends to hear, and to 
answer our hamble supplications. 

There is such an exalted delight in the act of prayer to a regene- 
rate being. and he anticipates with so much pleasure, amid the toils 
of business and the crowds of the world, the moment when he shall 
be able to pour out his soul without interruption into the bosom of 
his Maker, that I am persuaded that the degree of desire or repug- 
nance which a man feels to the performance of ths annable duty 
is an infallible criterron of his acceptance with God. Let the un- 
happy child of dissipation, let the impure vo! ‘aptuary, boast of his 
short hours of sensual enjoyment, they are infin:tely inferior, even 
in the degree of bliss, to the delight of which the righteous man par- 
ticipates in his private devotions; while in their oppos te conse- 
——- they lead to a no less wide extreme than heaven and hells 

a state of positive happiness, and a state of positive misery. If 
there were no other inducement to prayer than the very gratifica- 
tion it imparts to the soul, it wou!d deserve to be regarded as the 
most important object of a christian, for no where else could ive 
purchase so much calmness, so much resignation, so much of that 
peace and repose of spirit. in which consists the chief happiness of 
this otherwise dark and stormy being; but to prayer, beside the 
inducement of temporary gratification, the ver vy seli-love implanted 
in our bosoms, would lead us to resort as the chief good, for our 
Lord has said, **.dsk, and it shall be given to thee; knock. and it shall 


be openxed,** And not a supplication, made in the true spirit of 


faith and humility, but shall be answered—not a request, w hich is 
urged with unfeigned submission and lowliness of spirit, but shall 
be granted, if it be consistent with our happiness, either temporal 
oreternal. Ot this happiness. the Lord God is the only judge— 
but of this we may rest assured, that whether our request be graut- 
ed or refused, all is working together for our ultimate benefit. 

; H. KIRKE WHITE, 


re 


PROOF OF THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. 
See here, I hold a Bible in my hand, and you see the cover, the 
leaves, the letters, the words: but you do not see the writers, or the 
printer, the Jetter-founder, the ink-maker, the paper-maker, or the 
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binder. You never did see them, you never will see them; and yet 
there is not one of you who will think of disputing or denying the 
being of these men. I go further: I affirm tnat you see the very 
souls of these men in seeing this book, and you feel yourselves obli- 
ged to a'low that, bv the contrivance, design, memory, fancy, rea- 
son. and so on. In the same manner, if you see a picture, you 
judge there was a painter; tf you see a house, you judge there was 
a builder of it; and if you see one room contrived for this purpose, 
and another for that. a door to enter. a window to admit light.a 
chimney to hold fire, you conetude that the builder was a person of 
skill and forecast, who formed the house with a view to the accom- 
modation of its inhabitants. In this manner examine the world, 
and pity the man who. when he sces the sign of the wheat-sheat, 
hath sense enough to know that there is a joiner, and somewhere a 
painter, but who, when he sees the wheat-sheaf itself. is so stupid 
as not to say to himselfi—*This had a wise and good Creator!” 
ROBINSON. 


THE PROFLIGATE CONVERTED. 


A pious and venerable father had a vain and profligate son; often 
had he reasoned and expostulated with him, mingling tenderness 
with advice, and tears with remonstrance; but ali was ineffectual. 
Bad company and vicious habits rendered the unhappy youth deaf 
to instructions. At last a fata! disorder seized his aged parent, 
who calting his son to |im, intreated him with his dying breath that 
he would grant him one smal) favour, the promise of which would 
alleviate the pangs of dissolving nature—it was this: that his son 
would retire to his chamber ha f an hour every day, for some months 
after his decease. He prescribed no pa ticuear ‘subject to employ 
his thoug'its. bat left that matter to contingency. 

A request so simple and easy, u.ged by parental affection from 
the couch of death. was not to be denied. The youth pledged his 
hovour for the fu-filment of his pro: wise; and when he became ao or- 
phan. as punctually performed it. He retired daily to his room. 
At first his mind was not disposed to improve the minutes of soli- 
tude, but in time. reflection bevan to exert itself—the world was 
withdrawn—his conscience became awakened, it reproved tim for 
having stighted a pareut who had done so much tor his welfare; it 
renewed the impression of his dying scene; it gradually pointed him 
to a Supreme Cause, a future judgment, aid a solemn eternity. It 
pleased God to sanctify these solitary moments, and to repeat and 
stre gthen their conviction. Retirement effected what advice could 
not—a rea! and permanent change took place; he quitted his com- 
panions, and reformed his conduct; virtue and piety filled up the 
rest of his days, and stamped a sincerity on his repentance—to say 
all in a word, he lived aud died a cunisTIAN! 

WORTHINGTON. 
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ONEIDA INDIANS 


On Sunday the 13th of September last the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart visited the Oneida Inilians, for the purpose of alministering 
the sacraments and the ordinances of the church On ths occasion, 
the morning prayer was read in their own language by Mr. El eazer 
Williams, a young man of Indian extraction, who hasbeen regular- 
ly educated, and who is licensed dy the Bishop as the religious in- 
structer of the Indians. ‘The Indians present, joined in the service 
with great solemnity and devotion, and many of them repested the 
responses. They were addressed at considerable length by the Bish- 
Op. Mr. Wiliams acting as interpreter; who also interpreted to 
them the various offices of haptism, confirmation and the Lord’s 
supper, which the Bishop administered. Twenty-four children 
were baptised, fifty-nine Indians, young persous and adaits, confirm- 
el.and twenty-four received the to! ycommuuion. None were 
confirmed but those who had been previously prepared by Mr. Wil- 
liams: and among the number were several of those called the second 
christian party, who about two years since solemnly professed the 
christian faith. This renunciatioa of paganism was tie result of 
repeated and long continued conferences with Mr. Williams on the 
evidences of scripture, aud on the nature of the doctrines and du- 
ties of christianity. 

The place of worship being nearly filled by the Indians, those 
who were admitted were much impressed with thesolemnity. The 
reverence and devotion with which the Indians joined in the confes- 
sion, the supplications and praises of the Liturgy; the solemn atten- 
tion with which they listened to the instructions and exhortations of 
the Bishops the humility and thankfulness evidenced by their pros- 
tration on their knees, and by the tears which flow ed down the 
cheeks of several of them, with which they devoted themselves, in 
the apostolick ‘laying on of hands,” to the Goi who made them, 
and the Saviour who shed his blood for them, powerfully interested 
the feelings of all present. 

The Oneidas amount to above a thousand souls, and it must afford 
high pleasure to every benevolent mind, to hear tnat the labours of 
Mr. W illiams, under the authority of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this state, for the spiritual improvement of his unfortu- 
nate countrymen, are thus atteuded with the Divine blessing. We 
understand that the Bishop is faliy satisfied with the piety, the pru- 
deuce, and the labourious zeal of Mr. Williams, and with his coun- 
irymen. eV. Fork paper. 


a 


THE POWER OF RELIGION. 


AN ANECDOTE. 


The late. Rev. Dr. Jennings was once called to visita poor mar 
in a remote partof ihe country lying x dangerously ul in a mean cot- 
lage, who, in answer to the inquiries sel the doctur, observed, “Sir, 
{am very near my grave; wy religious 
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was, Chap. xitt. 15. Though he slay me, yet wil! [trust in wim.” 
[ was born in sin, and by my evil ways plunged myself into the 
miry clay: but God has mercifully presérved me from the horrible 
pit. t. and set my feet upon a rock, and that rock is Christ Jesus."~ 
*Have you never any doubts,” said Dr. Jesnings?>—*Yes Sir,” said 
he—“sometimes, when I begin to reason, E think that He who can 
pardon, must be greater than he whe saffered; but when [open my 
Bible, faith tells me that my Saviour is equal to the Fat! 1er.—to him 
who was crucified I can say, my Lord and my God.” Dr. Jennings 
inquired into his temporal circumstances, and learning that they 
were very low, asked if he wanted any thiug:—«“Oh! Sir,” replied 
he.*Lama poor man, and if | were to begin wanting, I might go on 
to the end of my davs. Ihave every thing I can esnieeds and have 
learned therewith to be content:” but on being pressed to name 
something that might add to his comfort he observed that he should 
be thankful for a little vinegar to moisten his lips.—This account 
is authentick, and certainly shows the faithfulness of God to his 
people when standing on the verge of the grave. Submission to 
God's will, and satisfaction with it, result from the power of true 
religion on the mind. and should teach us that, destitute of that 
power, our profession of religion is lighter than vanity. 

BB. Vee. 


a 


ENCOURAGEMENT IN CHRISTIAN FAITHFULNESS, 


A stranger, not long since called at a shop in one of our sea ports 
to purchase a few articles of merchandise. In return for them he 
presented a bill, which by the merchant was disputed. At this his 
anger was kind!ed, and he gave utterance to some bitter curses up- 
on banks. Here the merchant took the liberty to address him— 
“Friend, remember the day is coming, when you must give an ac- 
count to God for these expressions.’ Nothing further was said, 
and the gentleman retired. Not Jong afterwards, the same asd: 
wan called at the shop, and asked, *Do you not recollect, that at 
suc) atime you reproved me in this place for swearing. That re- 
pruot has been ble sseu to the salvation of my soul. Your admoni- 
tion sounded continually in mv ears, tili, as I trust, Jesus said to 
the, **Lhy sins are for eiven thee”—This gentleman is a man of 
wealth, of talents and influence. H. now contributes liberally in 
aid of many bevevolent institutions, and is zealous to encourage 
and increase vital prety in al persons to w hom his influence ex- 
tends. Christians, would you experience the joyful emotions to 
which this second interview gave rise? go, imitate this example of 
christian faithiulness. 


———i 


EXAMPLE TO PROFESSORS. 

The following anecdote, as it shows the power of consistency of 
conduct in stopping the mouth of prejudice, may not be unworthy 
of notice: —One of the numerous tribe of busy-bodies, who go from 
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house to house to sow discord and division, said lately to the wife 
of a poor man, whom the grace of God the Holy Ghost had brought 
to the saving knowledge of Jesus, “how sorry Lam to near that your 
husband is gone after the Methodists; you © ill now be a miserable 
woman as long as he lives; for, in the first place. they will! fleece 
him of every shilling he earns; and in the next place, it will net be 
long before he goes mad!” “Why,” replied the woman. -for aug it 
I see, he is quite as wise now as he was before hearing them: and 
[am sure hets a much better husband, for he brings home twice the 
money on a Saturday night that he ever did till then: and therefore 
[have determ:ned to go after them too” It is almost needless to 
say, the objector felt the force of her argument, and withdrew — 
May all who profess the gospel, and especia'!y those in humble life, 
thus put to silence the tongue of detraction. 


EE 


EPISCOPAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


The committee appointed by the general convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, to establish a Theological Seminary, for 
the education of young men for the ministry, at a recent meeting 
in Philadelphia, adopted measures for the speedy commencement of 
the institution. The monies already subscribed being very inade- 
quate, even for conducting the seminary on a very limited plan, it 
is contemplate to make an earnest appeal to the liberality of Epis- 
copalians for the support of an institution, essential to the honour 
and prosperity of their church. 


a 


THE BIBLE. 


When the believer is in a state of comfort and prosperity, he can 
read other books beside the Bibles but when he is in temptation. or 
burdened with distress, he betakes himself to the Bible alone: He 
Wants pure wine, without any mixture—This shews the worth of 
the Bible, above all other books. SERLE. 


I 


PUNISHMENT FOR BLASPHEMY. 


Ata late session of the superior court in New L. ndon, Benjamin 
Allen was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in the common pri- 
son for blasphemy. 


» 
a 


LINES 
Written by the late Mr. Parsons. of Bath, in a Bible presented ts 
his daughter Mary. 
To cheer a wretched world with holy light, 
From errour’s path the wanderer to invite, 


To banish folly from the youthful mind, 
lo bid the sufferer become resigned, 
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To plant each sweet affection in the heart, 
And every gracious principle impart; 

The penitent offender to forgive, 

To bid the guilty, hopeless sinner live, 

To show us where our nly refuge lies, 

To elevate our hope above the skies, 

To soothe our passage through this vale of wo, 
And grace and future glory to bestow— 

For this, my dear, was the blest volume given, 
Our guide to peace, to purity and heaven. 
Receive the gift descended from above, 

The pledge, dear Mary, of a father’s love. 
Would you be wise? ita kind instruction hear, 
And read and meditate with heart sincere. 
Would you be holy? from its precepts draw 
The living morals of a perfect law. 

Would you be lovely? from the Saviour seek 
Al! that is generous. tender, mild, and meek. 
Would you be happy? to the promise fly, 
And on its truth immutably rely. 

May heaven, all gracious, all your steps direct, 
From every specious snare your youth protect, 
Through every scene of lite be still your guide, 
And o’er your thoughts incessantly preside. 


Thus grow in years, in wisdom’s ways increase, 
And you shall find them pleasantness and peace. 


——— 


ON THE SHORTNESS OF LIFE. 


How fleeting is thy breath, O man, 
W hose life, at best, is but a span. 
Why look on age with scornful eye, 
Unaw’d by seli-mortality. 
Thy transcient youth will soon be past, 
Old age and death pursue thee fast. 
Thou canst not shun their fatal power, 
For time shal! bring thy last sad hour, 
Then since so fleeting | is thy breath, 
So shert thy life, so sure thy death, 
lu:prove the moments as they fly, 

* And live as thou would’st wish to die. 
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